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We talk to celebrated radio and television presenter, musician, celeb ambassador and socialite Jen Su. 

 

qA1: You were born in the USA and have lived in Philad elphia, New York, Taipei, Bangkok, and Hong 
Kong...WOW! Where is home for you now?  
Home is in Johannesburg and I'm a proudly "adopted" South African! I also fly to Cape Town about twice a month, for 
various MC jobs and appearances at gala events and functions. In Joburg, I'm busy with my work as a news presenter 
on Summit TV and Sky News with the "African Business Report" -- as well as with 5 FM and Gareth Cliff as his 
entertainment reporter. When I'm in Cape Town, I'm also a commentator on SABC3 Expresso. South Africa is definitely 
my home now! 

qA2: You've interviewed celebrities like Christina A guilera, Mariah Carey, Tiger Woods, and Samuel L. Ja ckson. 
What's the most important lesson you've learned whi le interviewing high-profile individuals?  
I've learned that there's a bit of a technique that goes into interviewing each celebrity. First of all, make friends with the 
star's managers, publicists, and people in their entourage. In the end, the celebrity is actually the one who is the easiest 
to approach. Once the celeb feels comfortable with me, then the managers pretty much let me run the show. Respect 
their time, get to the point when interviewing, don't be starstruck -- and treat them the same way you would want to be 
treated -- which is normal, friendly, and with respect. I'm very at ease with Hollywood celebrities and have been able to 
get that interesting and edgy interview, while getting them to smile and laugh. 

qA3: Complete the sentence: "When I'm not working a s a television anchor, radio presenter or MC, you w ill find 
me..."  
At the piano writing songs and singing. I've been a classical pianist since age 7 and released four albums in Asia. After 
winning a national TV singing contest in Taiwan similar to "Idols", music has always been my first love. I've had the 
fortunate opportunity to also pursue my music in South Africa, where I collaborated with well-known artists such as JR, 
Loyiso Bala, and RJ Benjamin for my song "Rise Up", featured on the World Cup-themed "Soccer Has Come to Africa". 
I've also worked with DJ's such as Dino Bravo, and we're working on another collaboration together. 



 

 

qA4: Tell us more behind your nickname "The Mad Hat ter" and how it came about?  
When I was a singer on tour in Asia and Europe, the stylist used to put me in a lot of different hats for our promo photos. 
I liked how the hat covered my wide forehead and it was particularly helpful to put a hat on when on tour, so that I didn't 
have to style my hair every day. The hats really completed the outfit and I made a habit out of buying a hat in every 
country that we toured. My hat collection started getting so huge that I had to limit my purchases! Soon, I became known 
as the "Mad Hatter". I have over 200 hats in my collection, and I'm still mad about hats! 

qA5: After travelling and working all over the worl d, what have been some of the highlights in your ca reer?  
Meeting Madiba (Nelson Mandela) many years ago in Thailand at a press conference; having former US President Bill 
Clinton praise my "excellent English" in Taiwan; teaching the Diski Dance to the Diepsloot children in South Africa during 
the 2010 FIFA World Cup; performing "Gangnam Style" in Korean with 25 kids for charity; performing and presenting for 
the South African Music Awards, and meeting Justin Bieber!  

Read more about Jen Su on her  profile page!   

 


